Welcome to the inaugural issue of the *Journal of the Canadian Association of Gastroenterology* (JCAG). Every adventure begins with a single step, but this trek is a particularly ambitious one. We join a crowded field and cross an uncertain and shifting landscape, as the academic publishing industry evolves at an ever-quickening pace. This presents challenges for sure, but also offers great opportunities for JCAG to excel.

After careful consideration, the Canadian Association of Gastroenterology (CAG) terminated its relationship with the *Canadian Journal of Gastroenterology and Hepatology (CJGH*) and its publishers. I am excited that JCAG and Oxford University Press will continue the rich tradition of our predecessor journal, founded three decades ago by Alan Thomson and Noel Williams and led subsequently by editors-in-chief Lloyd Sutherland, Paul Adams, Subrata Ghosh and Eric Yoshida. I am also humbled by the opportunity and responsibility to continue that rich legacy as the inaugural editor-in-chief for JCAG.

CAG is a professional society that links clinicians, educators, and researchers committed to improving outcomes of adults and children affected by gastrointestinal and liver disease. As CAG\'s official journal, JCAG will be a forum for innovative clinical and translational research, keen clinical and scientific observation, and lively discourse. JCAG has a unique responsibility to represent Canadian perspectives, but also welcomes content from authors from around the world. We hope that original discovery will be given perspective by insightful editorials and debated in letters to the editor. We also hope to improve clinical practice by providing state-of-the-art reviews and practice guidelines, as well as visual pearls through our image-of-the-month series. JCAG will also be the new forum for the publication of abstracts presented at the annual Canadian Digestive Diseases Week.

JCAG has adopted a pay-to-publish model, with significant discounts for CAG members. While this emerging industry standard is new to many authors, it will permit rapid open-access publication in addition to conventional print issues. Our website has been designed to make digital content easy to find, and we will ensure that content is promoted both through conventional channels and innovative social media. We are committed to providing both rapid review and accelerated publication in order to keep our content relevant and informative. Importantly, we will work to be fully and retroactively indexed in Medline as soon as possible.

Throughout the planning for this launch, I have been grateful for and inspired by the enthusiasm and energy of our inaugural editorial board. I believe this reflects the excitement and goodwill of the CAG constituency. Help us on our journey and move us to the front of the pack!
